
3.1 Frequently Asked Questions 
 
● Will K-12 teachers and staff wear face coverings? 

 
Yes. Teachers will wear masks during the day when indoors. In addition, some 
teachers will have plexiglass workstations. The administrative staff and Board of 
Trustees will monitor the need for wearing masks monthly. 

 
● Will K-12 students be required to wear face coverings? 

 
Yes. Students will be required to wear a cloth face covering when indoors. The 
administrative staff and Board of Trustees will monitor the need for wearing masks 
monthly. Face coverings can be removed when eating and on a case-by-case 
basis when the child needs a break. Teachers will make sure that is done safely. 
Teachers will work with younger children to teach and encourage them to use their 
masks appropriately. 

 
For a small number of children with special needs, wearing a mask might not be 
possible. School leaders, teachers and families will discuss the issue of masks before 
the child comes to school. 

 
You can learn more about masks here:  
https://www.msd281.org/reopening_our_schools/pandemic_operation_plan  

 

● Will the school have face coverings available if needed? 
 

Yes. The school will have a supply of disposable masks, reusable masks, and face 
shields (for approved conditions). Students are encouraged to bring their own face 
masks from home. We encourage families to help children find face masks that are 
comfortable, colorful, and creative. The school will happily accept donations of child- 
sized cloth masks and/or disposable face masks. 

 
● Will added sanitary and cleaning practices be implemented? 

 
Yes. Additional cleaning protocols have been put in place. Classrooms will be cleaned 
each evening and as needed during the day.  

 
Most classrooms have sinks, where regular hand washing will take place, and all 
classrooms will have supplies of hand sanitizer. 

 
New sanitary practices will be implemented on the busses as well.

https://www.msd281.org/reopening_our_schools/pandemic_operation_plan
https://www.msd281.org/reopening_our_schools/pandemic_operation_plan


 
● Will students need to be screened before entering the building? 

 
Yes. Families will screen students before they come to school. Staff will self-screen. If 
students present with symptoms at school parents will be notified and asked to come 
pick up their child. 

More information can be found here:  

https://www.msd281.org/reopening_our_schools/pandemic_operation_plan 
 

● Will students be spaced apart to lower the risk of transmission? 
 

Yes, to the extent possible. Students will be spaced apart in classrooms, hallways, and 
other places in the school. 

 
Will the school limit gatherings of large groups? 

 
Yes. School wide assemblies will be eliminated until deemed safe again. Precautions 
are put in place to minimize students gathering in the hallways and other congested 
areas. 

 
● How many students will be in each class? 

 
The exact number will vary from school to school and class to class. You could expect 
anywhere from 18 - 26 students per classroom. 

 
● Will movement be limited throughout the school building? 

 
Yes. Necessary movements for academic need will still take place. However, students 
will be limited on entering other classrooms, hallways, office spaces unless deemed 
vital. 

 
● Will classes be held outside or in alternative spaces to allow for more distancing? 

 
Maybe. This is more feasible for some classes than others. The HS, for example, does 
not have enough outside space to hold all their classes outside. PE classes, though, in 
all schools, will try to be outside as much as possible, weather permitting. 

 
 

● How will the schools facilitate fresh air circulation or air filtration? 
 

The existing ventilation systems in each school will be adjusted so that they are 
continually circulating fresh air from outside into classrooms 

https://www.msd281.org/reopening_our_schools/pandemic_operation_plan
https://www.msd281.org/reopening_our_schools/pandemic_operation_plan


 
● Will bus transportation services be provided? 

 
Yes. Students will be required to wear masks when traveling on a bus. Siblings will 
share a seat when possible. There will be assigned seating on every bus. 

 
If your child is going to ride the bus, please call the bus garage at 208-882-3933 
and let them know to add you to a route. 

 

Extra cleaning and sanitizing protocols have been put in place for busses. 
 
● Will school lunch services be available? 

 
Yes. Schools will serve school lunches. 

 
If we are required to teach remotely during the school year we plan to be able to 
provide lunch to students on their remote learning days.  

 
 
● Will MHS have an open campus for lunch? 

 
Yes. 

 
● Will students still be allowed to participate in music, art, and physical education 

courses? 
 

Yes. Our hope is to have as much of a normal school year as possible, but wearing 
masks. 

 
 
● What will happen if is deemed necessary to close school again? 

 
We will go into another soft closure. Last year, it was an unprecedented and 
unexpected event. We are now much better prepared for that possibility. 

 
● If schools switch to fully online, will they switch back to hybrid if the threat level 

goes down? 
 

We will consider our options if and when that time comes, working closely with local 
health professionals and city and state officials. 

 
● What will happen if a student or staff member tests positive? 

 
Students and Staff members that test positive will convalesce and quarantine at home. 
Contact tracing will be done, and appropriate people will be contacted. The MSD 
Positive Case Plan can be found here: 

 
https://www.msd281.org/reopening_our_schools/pandemic_operation_plan  

 
 
 

https://www.msd281.org/reopening_our_schools/pandemic_operation_plan
https://www.msd281.org/reopening_our_schools/pandemic_operation_plan


● What can families do to prepare students for school reopening September 1? 
 

Make sure your child has at least one mask or face covering. They will also need a 
water bottle with their name on it. 

 
All students and staff will be required to wear masks. Drinking fountains are being 
converted to water-bottle fillers wherever possible, and other water fountains will be 
closed. Your child needs to bring a full bottle of water with them to school each day. 
 

● When and how do I register my student for Full Online learning? 
 

Call or email your child’s school(s) ASAP to register them for the online-only option. 
The school will direct you to the school district personnel that will assist you in 
registering with Idaho Digital Learning Academy (IDLA), which is an Idaho Virtual 
Public School that works with traditional public schools to provide online courses.  

 
 
● What are attendance expectations for full-online students? For hybrid students 

on their remote days (if this occurs)? 
 

Attendance will be taken every day for online-only students. Attendance will be taken on 
both the in-person days and on remote learning days for students on the Hybrid 
schedule. Students are expected to be engaged in learning activities on their remote 
learning days. 

 
 
● When and how can full-online students choose to return for in-person options? 

 
Online-only students can choose to rejoin in-person classes at the start of second 
semester, which is in January. They should contact their child’s school as that date 
approaches. 

 
● Can students who want to switch to full-online after school starts do so? 

 
Maybe. It will depend on the grade level and class. If the class is already full, then it will 
not be possible to switch. In some cases, there might be room in online-only sections. 
Contact your child’s school to get more information. 

 
● How will ISAT and other standardized tests work for online students? 

 
Some beginning of the school year assessments might need to be done, especially at 
the elementary level. Schools will contact families with more information. ISATs are 
administered in the spring. Last year, the State of Idaho did not administer the ISAT. We 



don’t know yet what they will decide about this upcoming school year. 
 

● Can parent volunteers help at the schools? 
 

Maybe. We are limiting the number of people in our schools, in an effort to keep kids 
and staff as safe as possible. Contact your child’s school to find out how you can help 
during this challenging time. We appreciate your willingness to volunteer your time. 

 
● Special Education students - how will it work for my special needs’ child? 

 
Students with Individual Education Plans can choose either option. Staff and school 
leaders will be contacting every family with a student with an IEP to discuss updates to 
the child’s IEP that relate to COVID and, in the true spirit of individualized instruction, 
create a plan to fit the unique and individual needs of the student. 

 
● What type of structural changes have been implemented – physical distancing of 

desks, sneeze guards, HVAC system, etc.? 
 

We have grouped the students into two smaller cohorts to reduce the number of 
students in the building. Classroom spaces are being reworked to allow for social 
distancing. Sneeze guards have been made for every classroom and are being installed 
in high traffic areas, such as the office. New safety protocols have been created for 
other shared spaces such as hallways and lunchrooms to ensure physical distancing. 
Hand sanitizer will be distributed to classrooms as well as disinfecting cleaners and 
supplies. The HVAC system will now continuously circulate fresh air from outside into 
classrooms. Details can be found on the MSD website. 

 
More information can be found here: 

https://msd281.org/reopening_our_schools/health_and_safety 

● Will classrooms be disinfected before and after class? Will desks be wiped 
down? 

 
Yes. Classrooms will be cleaned and sanitized every day. Teachers will clean surfaces 
throughout the day. The maintenance crews will thoroughly clean every building in the 
evenings. 

 
● How will distancing be achieved during transition class to class? 

 
This will vary by age. Transitions between school spaces will look different than it has in 
the past, these protocols will be modified to allow a degree of social distancing. 
 

● Will kids have temperature checks at school? 
 

Students will not have their temperature checked at school unless they are exhibiting 
symptoms. Parents are expected to screen their children, and check their temperatures, 
before sending them to school. 
 
 

https://msd281.org/reopening_our_schools/health_and_safety


● Will the school district academic remediation for students who have regressed in 
their learning during the school year? 

 
 Yes, after the school year begins a taskforce will be working to develop a comprehensive 

support program for students who have regressed during the past year. This will be 
similar to the program provided during the 2021 summer. 
 

● Will support be provided for students struggling with social/emotional needs due 
to the pandemic effects or other factors? 

 
Yes, a taskforce has been working during the 2020-21 school year regarding 
social/emotional learning. They are hoping to implement it this school year. In addition, 
all schools have access to school counselors where children can go to or parents can 
contact if they see a need in their child. 
 

● Will support be provided for staff members struggling with social/emotional needs 
due to the pandemic effects? 

 
Yes, staff members have access to counseling programs through the district’s health plan. 
Access to support can be either through online assistance or in-person consultation. 
 

● Will the protocols be reviewed and by who? 
 
MSD staff are working hard during these challenging times to maintain updated 
protocols. The plans will be reviewed monthly to assure up to date information in this 
everchanging times. Several different subcommittees, which include school leaders, 
teachers, parents, and other community members, are working on specific aspects of 
reopening. These subcommittee chairs meet as an Oversight Committee, where 
information is synthesized, and final decisions are made.  
 

If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact either your child’s 
school principal or the superintendent for further support and answers. You can find 
the contact information on the Moscow School District website: www.msd281.org 
 

 
 

If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact either your child’s 
school principal or the superintendent for further support and answers. You can find 
the contact information on the Moscow School District website: www.msd281.org 
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